
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-166
REVISED WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS AND RESCISSION OF WASTE DISCHARGE
REQUIREMENTS ORDER NO. 87-122 AND ORDER NO. 92-II2 FOR:
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
PITTSBURG POWER PLANT
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
CLASS I AND CLASS 11 SURFACE IMPOUNDMENTS

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called the Board,
finds that:

Facility and Site Description

I. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (hereinafter called Discharger) presently owns and operates the
Pittsburg Power Plant (hereinafter called the Facility). The plant has seven natural gas or oil fired
generating units with a combined capacity of 2002 megawatts. Wastewaters from operation and
maintenance of the Facility are stored and treated at the Facility in four Class I hazardous waste and
two Class 11 designated waste surface impoundments.

2. The Facility is located at 696 West Tenth Street, in the City of Pittsburg, adjacent to the south shore of
Suisun Bay. The Pittsburg Marina is located on the eastern side of the Facility, and undeveloped land is
located on the southern and western borders of the Facility.

3. All surface impoundments are subject to regulations under Title 23, Chapter 15. Additionally, the four
Class I surface impoundments are also subject to the Toxic Pits Cleanup Act (TPCA) provisions found
in the Health and Safety Code, and to federal regulations under RCRA.

Class I Surface Impoundments

4. The four regulated Class I hazardous surface impoundments are as follows:

a. Boiler Chemical Cleaning Solution Pond (BCCSP)
b. Boiler Chemical Cleaning Rinse Pond (BCCRP)
c. Air Preheater Wash Pond (APWP)
d. Demineralizer Neutralization Pond (DNP)

5. The Discharger retrofitted the four Class I surface impoundments in 1988 by installing: a concrete
liner, a triple 80 mil High Density Polyethylene liner system, three leachate collection systems, and a
sump/pipe system for leachate collection and removal. Regional Board staff has reviewed and approved
of the construction of the Class I surface impoundments.

6. The Class I surface impoundments (BCCSP, BCCRP, and APWP) are used for the temporary storage
and noncontinuous batch treatment of restricted hazardous waste (as defined in the Toxic Pits Cleanup
Act) resulting from the cleaning operations of the seven boilers. The Class I DNP is used for the
temporary storage and continuous treatment of wastewater from the regeneration of demineralizers. The
Discharger has stated that no extremely hazardous wastes have been or will be discharged into the
surface impoundments. The uses of the Class I ponds are as follows:




































































